
PRESS RELEASE
  October 21, 2002

RE: UNITED STATES vs. YAHYA GOBA, SHAFAL MOSED,
YASEIN TAHER, FAYSAL GALAB, 
MUKHTAR AL-BAKRI and SAHIM ALWAN

United States Attorney Michael A. Battle announced today that  the United States

Grand Jury handed up a 2 Count Indictment charging Yahya Goba, 21 Wilkesbarre St.,

Lackawanna, New York, age 25; Shafal Mosed, 183 Ingham Ave., Lackawanna, New York,

age 24; Yasein Taher, 213 Ludel Terr., Lackawanna, New York, age 25;  Faysal Galab,

109 Holland Ave., Lackawanna, New York, age 26; Mukhtar Al-Bakri, 218 Ingham Ave.,

Lackawanna, New York, age 22; and Sahim Alwan, 24 Wilkesbarre St., Apt. 1,

Lackawanna, New York, age 30, with conspiring to provide material support to a foreign

terrorist organization al Qaeda and providing and attempting to provide material support

and resources to the foreign terrorist organization, in violation of Title 18, United States

Code, Section 2339B.  The conspiracy count carries a maximum penalty of 15 years

imprisonment, a fine of $250,000.00, or both, while the substantive charge carries a

maximum penalty of 10 years imprisonment, a fine of $250,000.00, or both.  It should be

noted that the fact that a defendant has been charged with a crime . . . is merely an

accusation and the defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.

(Disciplinary Rule 7-107(B)(6)).

Assistant U.S. Attorney William J. Hochul, Jr.  stated that the Indictment follows a

complaint filed on September 13, 2001, which charged the defendants with having

provided material support through their participation and attendance at an al Qaeda
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training camp in the summer of 2001.  The defendants are all United States Citizens.

United States Attorney Battle emphasized that the investigation has failed to establish any

immediate threat to the Western New York area.

The Indictment was the culmination of an investigation on the part of the Federal

Bureau of Investigation through its Joint Terrorism Task Force, under the direction of

Special Agent in Charge Peter Ahearn.  The investigation is continuing.  Anyone with

information regarding these individuals is urged to contact the Federal Bureau of

Investigation at 716-856-7800.

All of the defendants, with the exception of Sahim Alwan, were ordered held without

bail.  Alwan is also currently detained pending his ability to meet stringent bail conditions

by the Magistrate Judge.

* * *


